
WHAT TO DO

1. Break several small branches/sticks to approximately the same height as the tin can. 
Small height differences are fine and can add to the rustic feel. Tip: Try to break 
enough to cover the outside of the entire tin can before next step. 

2. One by one, for each stick, make a line of hot glue along the entire length of the 
stick. Then firmly press it onto the can and hold until glue dries. Caution: The glue 
will be very hot, get an adult’s help if needed.

3. Repeat until the outside of the entire can is covered. Optional: You can use small 
broken fragments of sticks to fill in any gaps.

4. Choose where you want the “front” of your planter to be and put a dollop of hot glue 
roughly half way up. 

5. Wind your twine around the planter several times, going through the hot glue on 
each pass. Allow glue to dry. 

6. Fill your planter with soil and your flower seeds! Don’t forget to water them! 

MATERIALS

- Tin can(s), washed out with label and 
sharp edges removed

- Small branches/sticks
- Hot glue gun
- Twine or ribbon

Upcycle your empty tin cans in to a variety of 

crafts!

TIN CAN CRAFTS

TIN CAN PLANTER 1. 2.

3. 4.

TIN CAN BIRD FEEDER
MATERIALS

- Tin can(s), washed out with label and 
sharp edges removed

- Small branch
- Hot glue gun
- Twine or ribbon
- Outdoor paint and paint brushes



WHAT TO DO

1. Use outdoor paint to decorate your tin can. Be creative! Leave overnight to dry. 
2. Glue a small branch to the inside of the tin can using hot glue gun.
3. Wrap twine or ribbon around can and make a loop–this will allow it to hang.
4. Fill the inside with bird seed and pick an area to hang it from.

MATERIALS

- Tin can(s), washed out with label and sharp 
edges removed

- Hot glue gun
- Hammer
- Large nail
- Old towel
- Paper and pencil
- Permanent marker
- LED tea light or small candle

TIN CAN BIRD FEEDER CONTINUED…

TIN CAN CANDLE HOLDER

1.

2. 3.

WHAT TO DO

1. Use a piece of paper roughly the same size as your can to create your design. Simple shapes work 
best (e.g. a heart, star or letter). 

2. Draw out your designing, leaving 2 cm (1/2 inch) margin on the top and bottom. 
3. Use a permanent marker to make dots around the outline of your design. These dots are where 

you will punch out holes, try to keep them evenly spaced out. 
4. Tape your design onto the can and place on a folded towel to steady it. 
5. Punch the dots out of the design using a nail and hammer. Adults should assist with this step.
6. Add a candle and enjoy!


