
Why do animals secrete slime? Some reasons include protection from stings, 

scratches, and predators. How about animals that live on land? Slime protects 

from drying out, helps with movement, and also allows some animals  

to breathe in air. 

Here are some slime videos to check out:

NOVA scienceNOW | Snail Slime   
PBS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhRwcPRy6l4 (0:45-3:56)

INTRODUCTION 

CRAFT

LEARN MORE!

PREP: 

a.  Put 1 tbsp of white glue and 2 tbsp  
of hair gel in each child’s cup. 

b.  Prep borax water at a ratio of 2 parts 
water to 1 part borax in a glass  
measuring cup. For example mix  
½ cup of borax with 1 cup of boiling 

water and stir. Let it cool.

1 Once combined, add the hardening agent. 

Scoop ¼ tsp of borax water into the  

mixture and stir. The slime will turn into 

more of a solid. Stir until completely 

combined before trying to add more borax 

water. There should be no liquid left over 

in the cup.
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Choose a color for your slime. Add 5 drops 

of food coloring to the glue mixture.

2
Remove slime from cup and play.5

Stir until glue, hair gel and color are  

combined. Try to keep the mixture in  

the cup.

3

Slime is used by humans in technology. The slimiest animal, the hagfish, uses its 

slime for defense. Scientists can potentially use their slime to make bags that are 

strong and flexible, and protective gear like helmets and Kevlar vests. Although right 

now, it is expensive and taxing on the animal to collect the slime, so scientists are 

working on synthesizing it.

HagFish Fiber: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCMjfjUFPMQ (5:35)

MATERIALS
•  Jars (small) or  

ziplock bags

• Cup or bowl per child 

•  Plastic spoons or stir 
stick per child

• Food coloring

• White glue

• Hair gel

• Borax

• Glass measuring cup

• Small bowl

• Kettle 

SLIME

Put slime away in jar or ziplock bag.  6

Wash your hands!7


