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FAST FACTS

Cownose Ray 

Cownose Rays are found all over the world 

and travels in huge groups called schools.  

They are a smaller species of stingray and live  

in the middle of the water column. These rays  

are very playful and migrate long distances  

in the wild. 

• Stingrays are found all over the world- even in freshwater.

•  They use their grinding plates to crush the shells 

of crustaceans like crabs!

•  Their “superpower” is their ability to detect heartbeats  

in the water by using their Ampullae of Lorenzini.

•  Stingrays have a self- defense adaptation called a barb 

near the base of their tail.

•  Stingrays have no bones in their body- they are completely 

made of cartilage!

•  Spiracles are found right behind a stingray’s eye and helps 

them to be able to sit still on the ocean floor. Some sharks 

have this adaptation as well.

•  Giant manta rays are the largest rays in the world with 

wingspans up to 29 feet (8.8 m) wide and weights up  

to 5,300 pounds (2,404 kg).

STINGRAYS
Stingrays are found in fresh and salt water  

all over the world. With bodies only made  

of cartilage, they are flexible and come in  

a variety of different shapes and sizes! Here  

at Ripley’s Aquarium our Southern, Atlantic and 

Cownose Rays call Ray Bay, our 85,000-gallon 

exhibit, home. Sharks and rays are very similar, 

but they also have a few differences. Stingrays 

have spiracles and grinding plates, unlike most 

of their shark counterparts.



VOCABULARY

Spiracle: A spiracle is an opening found behind the 
eye that is uszed for breathing by pushing water 
over the gills.

Barb: a sharp adaptation near the base of a stingray’s  
tail used for protection.

Cartilage: strong connective tissue but not as dense 
as bone which gives them a great flexibility that  
allows them bending much easier than bony fishes. 

Ampullae of Lorenzini: Special sensing organs called 
electroreceptors, forming a network of jelly-filled 
pores that allow them to detect heartbeats.

Grinding Plate:  Plate teeth that stingrays have 
used to grind up crustaceans.

Gills: Paired breathing organ of fishes and some 
amphibians, by which animals can breathe  
underwater.

STINGRAY SCRAMBLE

Unscramble the words below to find 

species of stingrays.

NWOCOES

NSTUOREH

AANLCTI 

AGELE

ANMAT

STINGRAYS


