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Green Sea Turtle

Green Sea Turtles are reptiles; therefore, they are 

sensitive to heat and prefer warmer waters. Sea 

turtles have thick protective skin on their heads 

and necks, since they are unable to withdraw their 

heads into their shells. Although sea turtles spend 

most of their lives submerged under water, they 

must surface to breathe. Males have a larger tail,  

a curved claw on their front flippers used for  

mating, and never leave the water. Females will 

leave the water to lay their eggs on land, almost 

always in the same location they were hatched; 

using the magnetism of the earth to relocate their 

birthplace. Gabby is the Green Sea Turtle that  

you can find at  

Ripley’s Aquarium.

•  Pollution is one of the biggest threats to Sea Turtles

•  South Carolina has 5 out of 7 species of Sea Turtles in  

the world.

• All Sea Turtles are considered Threatened or Endangered.

•  Sea turtles (like other turtles) have no teeth, but the jaw of 

each species is specifically designed for its food source.

•  Sea turtles hear vibration more than sound as we know 

it. Their eyesight underwater is good, and they have an 

excellent sense of smell.

•  Turtles are reptiles and records show their existence during 

the days of the dinosaurs.

•  Loggerhead turtles nest in the Carolinas but other sea 

turtles feed in our waters. They are called Loggerheads 

because they have the largest head of all sea turtles. They 

can lay up to 7 nests in one season and usually nest every 

two years.

•  Overdevelopment of beaches limits nesting sites for all  

sea turtles

•  High mortality rates for hatchlings, juveniles and adult  

turtles are commonly due to predation by sharks, birds, 

fish, fishing gear (long line), ingestion of marine debris, 

boat strikes, trash on beaches and pollution.

South Carolina designated the loggerhead 

sea turtle (Caretta caretta) as the official state 

reptile in 1988. Loggerhead sea turtles are 

listed as threatened with extinction, partially 

due to destruction of their nesting habitats. 

They make an extended migration between 

their feeding grounds and rookeries, and South 

Carolina has some of the most pristine nesting 

areas for loggerhead sea turtles on the  

eastern coast.

SEA TURTLE



VOCABULARY

Hatchling: A hatchling is a young animal that  
has newly emerged from an egg.

Extinction: When an animal or plant totally  
disappears from the planet.

Endangered: An animal or plant whose population  
is so low that the species is at very high risk of  
extinction in the wild

Habitat: An animal’s living place is called its  
habitat. Most animals are only adapted to live  
in one habitat. Most salt water fish could not live  
in a fresh water lake.

Threatened: An animal or plant whose population 
is declining.

Turtle Excluder Device (TED): A “Turtle Excluder  
Device” is a grid of bars with an opening either at the 
top or the bottom of the trawl net. The grid is fitted 
into the neck of a shrimp trawl. Small animals such  
as shrimp pass through the bars and are caught in  
the bag end of the trawl. When larger animals, such  
as marine turtles and sharks are captured in the trawl  
they strike the grid bars and are ejected through the 
opening.

TURTLE SCRAMBLE

Unscramble the words below to find 7  

species of Sea Turtles:
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