
CREATURE FEATURE

FAST FACTS

Parrotfish

Swimming among the reef is a brightly colored  

fish with large teeth known as the Parrotfish.  

There are about 80 species of Parrotfish ranging  

in size from 1-4ft. Parrotfish crush up chunks of 

coral to eat the algae. They are able to grind up  

the coral with teeth in the back of their throats  

to get to the algae polyps inside. They spend  

up to 90% of their day nibbling. In other words, 

they clean the reef. Certain species of Parrotfish 

secret mucus around their head at night  

to mask their smell from predators

•  There are fossil records of corals dating back 400 million 

years ago.

•  Massive reef structures form when each stony coral polyp 

secrets a skeleton of calcium carbonate. 

•  Coral reefs are found in the tropical and subtropical  

regions. 

•  Coral reefs are often referred to as “rainforests of the sea” 

because of the diversity of life that can be found there.

•  About 25% of the fish in the ocean depend on healthy 

coral reefs. Coral reefs provide shelter, food, places to 

reproduce and rear young for many marine species. 

•  Coral reefs provide protection to shorelines and coastal 

communities from storms and erosion.

•  Over half a billion people depend on reefs for food,  

income, and protection.  

Coral reefs are some of the most diverse  

ecosystems in the world. Coral polyps, the 

animals primarily responsible for building  

reefs, can take many forms: large reef building 

colonies, graceful flowing fans, and even  

small, solitary organisms. 

CORAL REEFS



CORAL REEFS
VOCABULARY

Coral bleaching: When water is too warm, corals 
will expel the zooxanthellae living in their tissues 
causing the coral to turn completely white. This 
is called coral bleaching.

Coral polyp: A coral polyp is a single organism.  
The polyp is like a tin can open at just one end:  
the open end has a mouth surrounded by a ring  
of tentacles.

Symbiosis: A relationship between two species  
of organisms in which both members benefit 
from the association (mutualism), in which only 
one member benefits but the other is not harmed 
(commensalism), or in which one member  
benefits at the expense of the well-being of  
the other (parasitism).

Zooxanthellae: Algae that lives symbiotically in  
coral. These zooxanthellae are photosynthetic  
and produce food for the coral during the day.

CORAL SCRAMBLE

Unscramble the words below to find 7  

species of marine animals that can be  

found in a reef:

SOCTPUO

KHARS  

AELERUTTS 

ELE

SHFIALEGN  

 

ENOANEM 

NWSHCLWOF


