
 
 

Ripley’s – Aquariums You Can Believe In 
 

By Jim Maddy 
 
It should be obvious that the new Ripley’s Aquarium at the base of the CN Tower will bring 
significant economic benefits to the City of Toronto.  For the next two years, men and women 
with hard hats will report to work to pour concrete, weld beams, install wiring, and do all the 
other important jobs associated with this large-scale construction project.  Not only does 
aquarium construction provide an immediate boost to the economy, but the long-term jobs and 
boost to tourism will benefit Toronto for many years to come.  Less immediate, but no less 
important to the people of Toronto is the question: what kind of aquarium will Ripley’s 
Entertainment run? 
 
The Ripley’s brand means different things to different people.  For many, it is synonymous with 
unbelievable facts and oddities, brought to us on newspaper cartoon pages and in attractions 
around the world.  For Toronto, perhaps what matters most is that Ripley’s operates two 
aquariums that meet the highest standards in the world. 
 
Ripley’s Aquarium in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina and Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee are accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA).  This is 
your assurance that Ripley’s is doing it right.  When a facility goes through the AZA 
accreditation process, it must meet mandatory standards for animal care and welfare; science-
based education; visitor and employee safety; and wildlife conservation.  There are only five 
AZA-accredited zoological facilities in Canada. The only aquarium in Canada that has achieved 
this distinction is the Vancouver Aquarium.  Ripley’s has expressed its intention to submit its 
new aquarium to the rigorous AZA accreditation process. 
 
Animal care and welfare is of critical concern to many Canadians. From corals to cuttlefish, 
Ripley’s is an organization that believes in providing first-rate care to its animals, both through 
state-of-the-art facilities and human expertise.  For example, Ripley’s experts practically wrote 
the book on the husbandry and care of sharks and rays.   
 
From beach cleanup to green practices to marine research, Ripley’s two U.S. aquariums have 
demonstrated a commitment to conservation.  These aquariums also maintain science-based 
educational programs for preschoolers, home schooled children, and the local public school 
systems. By reaching beyond their walls, they have become engaged community partners and 
valued stewards of the environment. 
 
So, the bar is set high for the newest Ripley’s Aquarium even before the first shovel of earth is 
turned.  But, there is every reason to believe that the great conservation, education and animal 
care provided by the Ripley’s organization at its U.S. aquariums can and will be replicated, or 
even exceeded, in Toronto.  
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